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positive; that neither the one nor the other sup-
plies the great want of humanity; so that between
the two our knowledge is left utterly disjointed
and incomplete. With regard to physical science,
it has never pretended to philosophic generality, it
has simply followed its own peculiar investiga-
tions, and been content with the fruits it has so
richly gathered up on the way. With regard to
metaphysical science, continues the positivist, its
utter and proverbial uncertainty shows us, that no
real foundation exists on which its researches are
planted. Could positive science, however, be ex-
tended, so as to embrace the whole circuit of hu-
man knowledge, could it go beyond the mere
investigation of nature and take in the philosophy
of man, could it enlighten the region of thought,
as well as that of material existence, then at length
we might boast a science, which, while it possesses
perfect generality, yet at the same time reposes
upon a solid foundation of plain and palpable
facts.

The system in which this philosophy has been
embodied is that of Auguste Comte; and, in order
to place before you a full conception of positivism
in its most approved form, I must present to you a
brief sketch of the foundation principles of his re-
nowned speculations. Persuaded as I am, how-
ever, that to many of you this system is known
already, I shall only touch upon the more impor-
tant points, and include even these in as few sen-
tences as possible.